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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 6981 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAIR, MASS, RP 

SUBJECT: SALE OF F5E AIRCRAFT 

REF: MANILA 6980 

1. DURING SESSION WITH PRESIDENT ON OTHER SUBJECTS 
MAY 21, HE RAISED WITH ME NORTHROP F5E DEAL. HE 
SAID HE KNOW NOTHING ABOUT NEGOTIATIONS AND HAD 
NO INTENTION AUTHORIZE $70 MILLION FOR AIRCRAFT 
PURCHASE. HE ALSO ADDED THAT PERHAPS IT WAS TIME 
UNDER SECRETARY SALIENTES WENT BACK TO PRIVATE 
INDUSTRY. COMMENT: PRESIDENT OBVIOUSLY BRIEFED 
BY MELCHOR. DEPT MAY WISH TO INFORM NORTHROP THAT 
F5E DEAL IN THE PHILIPPINES IS A NONSTARTER. 
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